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Erzya language 


The Erzya language (Erzya: 3p3flHb Ke/ib, romanized: erzan kel’, 
pronounced [ ' er £ z £ an £ ' kel 1 ]), or Erzian, is spoken by about 37,000 
people in the northern, eastern and north-western parts of the 
Republic of Mordovia and adjacent regions of Nizhny Novgorod, 
Chuvashia, Penza, Samara, Saratov, Orenburg, Ulyanovsk, Tatarstan 
and Bashkortostan in Russia. A diaspora can also be found in 
Armenia, Estonia as well as in Kazakhstan and other states of Central 
Asia. Erzya is currently written using Cyrillic with no modifications 
to the variant used by the Russian language. In Mordovia, Erzya is 
co-official with Moksha and Russian. 

The language belongs to the Mordvinic branch of the Uralic 
languages. Erzya is a language that is closely related to Moksha but 
has distinct phonetics, morphology and vocabulary. 
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Phonology 


Consonants 

The following table lists the consonant phonemes of Erzya together 
with their Cyrillic equivalents.! 4 ! 


Erzya 


erzanj kelj 

3p3flHb Ke/lb 

Native to 

Russia 

Region 

Mordovia, 

Nizhny 

Novgorod, 

Chuvashia, 

Ulyanovsk, 

Samara, 

Penza, 

Saratov, 

Orenburg, 

Tatarstan, 

Bashkortostan 

Native speakers 

430,000 
Mordvin (2010 
census)! 1 ! 

The 1926 

census found 

that 

approximately 
2/3 of ethnic 

Mordvins 
were Erzya, 
and the figure 
might be 
similar 
today! 2 ! 

Language family 

Uralic 


■ Mordvinic 


■ Erzya 

Writing system 

Cyrillic 

Official status 

Official language in 

Mordovia 

(Russia) 

Language codes 

ISO 639-2 

myv (https:// 

www.loc.gov/s 

tandards/iso6 

39-2/php/lang 

codes_name.ph 

p?code_ID=31 

2) 
























ISO 639-3 


myv 


Glottolog erzyl239 (htt 

p://glottolo 
g.org/resourc 
e/languoid/i 
d/erzyl239)[ 3 ] 



Labial 

Alveolar 

Post- 

alveolar 

Palatal 

Velar 

plain 

pal. 

Nasal 

/m/ m 

/n/H 

/ n J/Hb 



lt]l (H) 

Plosive 

voiceless 

/p/ n 

/t/T 

ltd Tb 



/k/K 

voiced 

/b/6 

/d/fl 

Id t / flb 



Iglt 

Affricate 

voiceless 


Its / g 

/ts d gb 

/FJ/h 



Fricative 

voiceless 

IV cjr 

Isl c 

Is d cb 

/// in 


/x/x 

voiced 

/v/ B 

Izl 3 

Izd 3b 

/3/>K 



Trill 


/r/p 

ltd pb 




Approximant 


/l/n 

l\d nb 


/j/ M 



Note on romanized transcription: in Uralic studies, the members of the palatalized series are usually spelled as 
n, t\ d’, c, s, z, r, l’, while the postalveolar sounds are spelled c, s, z (see Uralic Phonetic Alphabet). 

Mini mal pairs between /n/ and /i]/ include: 

■ /janga/ "along the path", in which the alveolar Ini of the stem is retained before the prolative case 
ending /ga/, vs. /jarjga/, the connegative form of the verb /jarjgams/ "to break" 

■ /jonks/ "good", subject or object complement in Iksl translative, vs. /jorjks/ "direction; area". See 
Rueter 2010: 58. 

Vowels 

Erzya has a simple five-vowel system.^ 



Front 

Back 


i 

u 

Mid 

e 

0 

Low 

a 


The front vowels HI and /e/ have centralized variants [i] and [e] immediately following a plain alveolar 
consonant, e.g. sin [sin 1 ] "they", sen [seni] "blue". 

Vowel harmony 

As in many other Uralic languages, Erzya has vowel harmony. Most roots contain either front vowels (HI, Id) 
or back vowels (/u/, /o/). In addition, all suffixes with mid vowels have two forms: the form to be used is 
determined by the final syllable of the stem. The low vowel (/a/), found in the comparative case -niKa (ska) 

































"the size of" and the prolative -Ka/-ra/-Ba ( ka/ga/va ) "spatial multipoint used with verbs of motion as well as 
position" is a back vowel and not subject to vowel harmony. 

The rules of vowel harmony are as follows: 

1. If the final syllable of the word stem contains a front vowel, the front form of the suffix is used: 
Bene (ve/e) "village", Beneco ( velese ) "in a village" 

2. If the final syllable of the word stem contains a back vowel, and it is followed by plain (non- 
palatalized) consonants, the back form of the suffix is used: Kyflo ( kudo ) "house", Kyfloco 
( kudoso) "in a house" 

However, if the back vowel is followed by a palatalized consonant or palatal glide, vowel harmony is violated 
and the "front" form of the suffix is used: Kam>c3 ( kalse ) "with willow", oiics (ojse) "with butter". Likewise, if 
a front-vowel stem is followed by a low back vowel suffix, subsequent syllables will contain back harmony: 
BeneBaH30 ( yelevanzo ) "throughout its villages" 

Thus the seeming violations of vowel harmony attested in stems, e.g. y3epe (mere) "axe", cype (sure) "thread 
(string)", are actually due to the palatalized consonants /z 1/ and /r J /. 

One exception to front-vowel harmony is observed in palatalized non-final /If/, e.g. accJjanbTco (asfaltso) 
"with asphalt". 

Morphology 


Like all other Uralic languages, Erzya is an agglutinative language which expresses grammatical relations by 
means of suffixes. 


Nouns 

Nouns are inflected for case, number, definiteness and possessor. Erzya distinguishes twelve cases (here 
illustrated with the noun MOfla moda "ground, earth"). Number is systematically distinguished only with 
definite nouns; for indefinite nouns and nouns with a possessive suffix, only nominative case has a distinct 
plural J 5 




Case 

Indefinite 

Definite 

1st pers. sg. 
poss. 

2nd pers. sg. 
poss. 

3rd pers. sg. 
poss. 


singular plural 

singular 

plural 

singular plural 

singular/plural 

singular plural 

nominative 

MOfla- 

MOfla T 

moda moda- 

t 

MOfla-cb 

moda-s 

MOfla- 

THe 

moda- 

t’rie 




genitive 

MOfla-Hb 

moda-n 

MOfla-HTb 

moda-nt’ 

MOfla- 

THe- 

Hb 

moda- 

tne-n 

MOfla- 

MOfla-M H 

moda-m moda- 

n 

MOfla-T 

moda-t 

MOfla- 

M0fla-30 H30 

moda-zo moda- 

nzo 

dative/allative 

MOfla-HeHb 

moda-nen 

MOfla- 

HTeHb 

moda- 

nt’en 

MOfla- 

THe- 

HeHb 

moda- 

t’rie- 

nen 




inessive 

MOfla-co 

moda-so 

MOfla- 

COHTb 

moda- 

sont’ 

MOfla- 

THe- 

ca 

moda- 

t’rie- 

se 

MOfla-CO-H 

moda-so-n 

MOfla-CO-T 

moda-so-t 

M0fla-C0-H30 

moda-so-nzo 

elative 

MOfla-CTO 

moda-sto 

MOfla- 

CTOHTb 

moda- 

storit’ 

MOfla- 

THe- 

CT3 

moda- 

t'rie- 

ste 

MOfla-CTO-H 

moda-sto-n 

MOfla-CTO-T 

moda-sto-t 

M0fla-CT0-H30 

moda-sto-nzo 

illative 

MOfla-c 

moda-s 

MOfla- 

meHb 

moda- 

nt’en 

MOfla- 

THe-C 

moda- 

tne-s 

MOfla-3-OH 

moda-z-on 

MOfla-3-OT 

moda-z-ot 

M0fla-3-0H30 

moda-z-onzo 

prolative 

MOfla-Ba 

moda-va 

MOfla- 

BaHTb 

moda- 

vant’ 

MOfla- 

THe-a 

moda- 

t’rie- 

va 

MOfla-Ba-H 

moda-va-n 

MOfla-Ba-T 

moda-va-t 

M0fla-Ba-H30 

moda-va-nzo 

ablative 

MOfla-flo 

moda-do 

MOfla- 

flOHTb 

moda- 

dont’ 

MOfla- 

THe- 

fl e 

moda- 

t’rie- 

d’e 

MOfla-flO-H 

moda-do-n 

MOfla-flO-T 

moda-do-t 

M0fla-fl0-H30 

moda-do-nzo 

lative 

MOfla-B 

moda-v 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

translative 

MOfla-KC 

moda-ks 

MOfla- 

KCOHTb 

moda- 

ksont’ 

MOfla- 

THe-KC 

moda- 

t’ne-ks 

MOfla-KC-OH 

moda-ks-on 

MOfla-KC-OT 

moda-ks-ot 

M0fla-KC-0H30 

moda-ks-onzo 

abessive 

MOfla-BTOMO 

moda-vtomo 

MOfla- 

BTOMOHTb 

moda- 

vtomont’ 

MOfla- 

THe- 

BTeMe 

moda- 

t’rie- 

vt’eme 

MOfla-BTOMO-H 

moda-vtomo-n 

MOfla-BTOMO-T 

moda-vtomo-t 

M0fla-BT0M0-H30 

moda-vtomo-nzo 

comparative 

MOfla-LUKa 

MOfla- 

MO,qa- 

MOfla-LUKa-H 

MOfla-LUKa-T 

M0fla-LUKa-H30 



moda-ska 


LUKaHTb 

me- 

moda- 

LUKa 

skant’ 

moda- 


tne- 


ska 


moda-ska-n 


moda-ska-t 


moda-ska-nzo 


Plural possessors follow the pattern of second person singular possessors. 


Case 

1st pers. pi. poss. 

2nd pers. pi. poss. 

3rd pers. pi. poss. 

singular/plural 

singular/plural 

singular/plural 


nominative 

MOga-HOK 

MOga-HK 

MOga-CT 

moda-nok 

moda-nk 

moda-st 

inessive 

MOga-CO-HOK 

MOga-CO-HK 

MOga-CO-CT 


moda-so-nok 

moda-so-nk 

moda-so-st 

(...) 

(...) 

(...) 

(...) 


Verbs 

Erzya verbs are inflected for tense and mood, and are further conjugated for person of subject and object, 
Traditionally, three stem types are distinguished: a-stems, o-stems and e-stems. A-stems always retain the stem 
vowel a in the non-third person present tense forms, and in the third person first past tense forms (e.g. pala-s 
"kissed"). With many o-stems and e-stems, the stem vowel is dropped in these forms (e.g. o-stem van-s 
"watched", e-stem nil’-s "swallowed"), but there also o- and e-stem verbs which retain the vowel ( udo-s 
"slept", pid’e-s "cooked"). Rueter (2010) therefore divides verb stems into vowel-retaining stems and vowel¬ 
dropping stems.^ 

In indicative mood, three tenses are distinguished: present/future, first past, second (^habitual) past. 


indicative mood 



present/future tense 

first past tense 

second past tense 


a-stem 

o-stem 

e-stem 

a-stem 

e-stem 

a-stem 

lsg 

Mopa-H 

mora-n 

BaH-aH 

van-an 

nnn-riH 

pil’-an 

COg-bl-Hb 

sod-i-h 

Mep-i/i-Hb 

mer-i-ri 

MOpbl-ni/IHb 

mori-fin 

2sg 

Mopa-T 

mora-t 

BaH-aT 

van-at 

nnn-m 

pil’-at 

COg-bl-Tb 

sod-i-f 

Mep-n-Tb 

mer-i-f 

MOpbl-ni/ITb 

mori-l’if 

3sg 

MOp-bl 

mor-i 

BaH-bi 

van-i 

nnn-i/i 

pif-i 

coga-cb 

soda-s 

Mep-cb 

mer-s 

Mopbi-nb 

mori-f 

lpl 

Mopa-TaHO 

mora-tano 

BaH-TaHO 

van-tano 

nnnb-mHO 

pil’-t’ano 

COg-bl-HeK 

sod-i-nek 

Mep-n-HeK 

mer-i-nek 

Mopbi-ni/meK 

mori-finek 

2pl 

Mopa-Tago 

mora-tado 

BaH-Tago 

van-tado 

nnnb-Tago 

pif-t’ado 

cog-bi-ge 

sod-i-d’e 

Mep-i/i-ge 

mer-i-d’e 

Mopbi-nnge 

mori-fid’e 

3pl 

MOp-bITb 

mor-if 

BaH-bITb 

van-if 

nnn-i/iTb 

pil’-it' 

coga-db 

soda-sf 

Mep-db 

mer-sf 

MOpbl-/lbTb 

mori-l’f 

infinitive 

Mopa-MC 

mora-ms 

BaHO-MC 

vano-ms 

nune-MC 

pil’e-ms 

coga-MC 

soda-ms 

Mepe-MC 

mere-ms 

Mopa-MC 

mora-ms 


'sing' 

'watch' 

'swallow' 

'know' 

'say' 

'sing' 


The third person singular form in present tense is also used as present participle. The second past tense is 
formed by adding the past tense copula -T to the present participle. 


The other mood categories are: 





■ conditional (-Ihd’era + present suffixes) 

■ conjunctive (-v(q)/’ + past suffixes) 

■ conditional-conjunctive (-ind’era-v(o)r + past suffixes) 

■ desiderative (-/7cse/’+ past suffixes) 

■ optative (zo + present suffixes) 

■ imperative (- kl-do ) 


other mood categories 



conditional 

conjunctive 

conditional-conjunctive 

desiderative 

lsg 

npc-biHflepn-H 

npca-BnnHb 

npc-biHflepn-BnnHb 

M0p-blKC3/ll/IHb 

jars-ind’era-n 

jarsa-vl’in 

jars-ind’era-vl’in 

mor-iksel’in 

2sg 

npc-biHflepn-T 

npca-B/imb 

npc-biHflepn-Bni/iTb 

Mop-biKcani/iTb 

jars-ind’era-t 

jarsa-vl’it’ 

jars-ind’era-vl’it’ 

mor-ikselit’ 

3sg 

npc-biHflepn-n 

npca-BO/ib 

npc-biHflepn-BO/ib 

MOp-blKCa/lb 

jars-ind’era-j 

jarsa-vol’ 

jars-ind’era-vol’ 

mor-iksef 

lpl 

npc-biHpepn-TaHO 

npca-B/ii/meK 

npc-biHpepn-B/iMHeK 

M0p-blKC3/ll/IHeK 

jars-ind’era-tano 

jarsa-vl’inek 

jars-ind’era-vl’inek 

mor-iksel’inek 

2pl 

npc-biHflepn-Tapo 

npca-B/ii/ifle 

npc-biHflepn-Bunpe 

Mop-biKcannfle 

jars-ind’era-tado 

jarsa-vl’id’e 

jars-ind’era-vl’id’e 

mor-iksel’id’e 

3pl 

npc-biHflepn-MTb 

npca-BO/ibTb 

npc-biHflepn-BO/ibTb 

M0p-blKC3/lbTb 

jars-ind’era-jf 

jarsa-vol’t’ 

jars-ind’era-vol’t’ 

mor-iksel’t’ 

infinitive 

npca-MC 

npca-MC 

npca-MC 

Mopa-MC 

jarsa-ms 

jarsa-ms 

jarsa-ms 

mora-ms 


'eat' 

'eat' 

'eat' 

'sing' 


Writing 


Cyrillic alphabet 

The modern Erzya alphabet is the same as for Russian:^ 


A 

E 

B 

r 

A 

E 

E 

>K 

3 


Id 

/a/ 

/b/ 

/V/ 

IQI 

161 

/je/ /jo/ 


Izl 

l\l 

l\l 

K 

n 

M 

H 

O 

n 

P 

c 

T 

y 

o 

Ikl 

/I/ 

/m/ 

Ini 

lol 

lpl 

Id 

Isl 

Itl 

lul 

IV 

X 

y 

M 

LU 


"b 

bl 

b 

3 

KD 


Ixl 

It si 

/£}//;//;t}/ 

/-/ 

HI 

loil 

lei 

/ju/ /ja/ 


The letters cj), x, rp and b are only used in loanwords from Russian. The pre-1929 version of the Erzya 
alphabet included the additional letter Cyrillic ligature En Ge (K l-r) in some publications, (cf. Evsevyev 1928). 

In combination with the alveolar consonants t, f\, n,, c, 3, h, ji , and p, vowel letters are employed to distinguish 
between plain and palatalized articulations in a similar way as in Russian: a, e, bi, o, y follow plain alveolars, 
while n, e, u, e, ro follow palatalized alveolars, e.g. Ta /ta/, tc /te/, Tbi /til, to /to/, Ty /tu/ vs. th /t J a/, Te IV d, 
th /t 1 i/, Te IV o/, Tio /t J u/. If no vowel follows, palatalization is indicated by b, e.g. Tb IVI. Following non- 
alveolar consonants, only a, e, n, o, y occur, e.g. na /pa/, ne /pe/, nu /pi/, no /po/, ny /pu/. 





Latin alphabet 


A Latin alphabet was officially approved by the government of Nizhne-Volzhskiy Kray in 1932, but it was 
never used: 


aBcgdoefgyijklmnoprsgtuvxzz b 
The other version of Latin alphabet exists: 

aabcccydefghijklmnnyobprrysssyttyuuvyzzzy 


See also 


■ Erzya people 

■ Erzya literature 

■ Erzyan Mastor 
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External links 


■ Finno-Ugric Electronic Library by the Finno-Ugric Information Center in Syktyv kar, Komi 
Republic (interface in Russian and English, texts in Mari, Komi, Udmurt, Erzya and Moksha 
languages): [1] (https://web.archive.Org/web/200510 18190124/http://library.finugor.ru/) 

■ Erzjanj Mastor (http://www.erzia.saransk.ru/) - The society for preserving the Erzya language (in 
Erzya and Russian) 

■ https://web.archive.Org/web/20061029185215/http://www.info-rm.com/er/index.php News in the 
Erzya and Moksha Mordvinian languages 

■ [2] (https://archive.today/20081021051746/http://www.erzan.ru/erzjanskij-jazyk) 3p3flHCKnu fl3bi« 

■ Erzya - Finnish/English/German/Russian dictionary (https://valks.oahpa.no) (robust finite-state, 
open-source) 

■ [3] (https://web.archive.Org/web/20170113190126/http://www.ling.helsinki.fi/~rueter/rsc/erzya-stu 
dies-reference-bibliography.shtml) Erzya studies reference bibliography under construction. 

■ Russian-Moksha-Erzya Dictionary (https://web.archive.Org/web/20120426090603/http://www.libr 
ary.saransk.ru/fu/grant/slovar.pdf) 

■ Russian-Erzya Dictionary (http://lazalyk.narod.ru/business.html) 


Retrieved from "https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Erzya_language&oldid=966714224" 


This page was last edited on 8 July 2020, at 19:00 (UTC). 

Text is available under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAjike License; additional terms may apply. By using this 
site, you agree to the Terms of Use and Privacy Policy . Wikipedia® is a registered trademark of the Wikimedia 
Foundation, Inc. , a non-profit organization. 






